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Synopsis: Celebratory Dinner for builders of Central Section of the Overland Telegraph

Summary: Praise for the efficiencies in construction, recognition for staff in Adelaide telegraph office,
and for the work of the Southern Section builders

PRESENTATION TO MR. A. T. WOODS.

The officers and men connected with the central section of the Overland Telegraph Construction
party, with a few friends, met at the Prince Alfred Hotel on Saturday afternoon to

make a presentation to Mr. Alfred T. Woods, Superintendent of the work in Central Australia. Mr. G.
R. McMinn proposed the first toast, "The Health of Mr. Woods," and in doing so expressed for the
party their high appreciation of his genial disposition and friendship to all. He was sorry that the toast
had not been placed in better hands, but as it was he would content himself with calling upon them to
drink Mr. Woods's health. The toast was heartily responded to. Mr. McMinn then presented Mr.
Woods with a keyless gold watch and chain and seal. It had upon it the inscription— "Presented to A.
T. Woods, Esq., Superintendent of the Central Section O. T., by his brother officers and men.
November 16th, 1872." He hoped that he would live long to wear the gift. Mr. WOODS replied that
under such unusual circumstances he felt that they would not be surprised that he should have
difficulty in expressing his feeling for the kindness that they had evinced for him. He received the
present with the greatest pleasure, more as a token of their regard than as instancing any peculiar
merit on his part. He had done his best for the Government he knew, and in doing so he had only
done his duty, and of what he had done for the men of his party he could only say the same. That he
should have been amongst so many men for a couple of years, and should have been able to secure
and retain their esteem, he felt to be a happy circumstance, and he received the testimonial coming
from them as the expression of their good feeling far more heartily than he would have done had it
come to him merely setting forth that he had done his duty. The success of a great work like that in
which they had been engaged did not depend upon the exertions of any one man, and he thought he
would be forgetful of justice and good fellowship if he accepted the testimonial without speaking of
those with whom he had been associated. (Cheers.) No man could succeed unless he had good
brother officers and good men to support him. (Hear, hear.) He did not know that he need mention
names, as they were all known to one another. Their success in the central section had not been
done to the efforts of one man or another, but there were one or two brother officers absent, and in
consequence he should refer to them. (Hear, hear.) They would have been in a very poor position if
they had not had a good storekeeper at the Peake. (Cheers.) He desired specially to mention him, but
he did not think one had done more than another in carrying out the work. One other person was.
absent—Mr. Jarvis. (Cheers.) All knew that he had worked well, and none were present who knew
him and failed to regret his absence. He again assured the donors of the gift that as an expression of
their personal regard for him he accepted it with very sincere thanks. (Cheers.) He wished to propose
the toast of "Absent Officers,” and with it the names of Messrs. Blood and Jarvis. The toast was
received with cheers. Mr. Wm. Harvey proposed "The Northern Party," and said that there had been
difficulties met with upon the Central Section, but he believed the men of the northern party had had
greater difficulties to contend with. They had, however, stuck to their work, and done it well. On board
the steamer coming round, although the men of the two parties were unknown to each other, the
greatest friendship had pre-vailed. As one who had come into contact with them, and had been kindly
treated, he wished to propose their health coupled with the name of their leader.

The toast having been responded to, with "For they are jolly good fellows," Mr. R. C. BURTON briefly
responded for the Northern Section, and in doing so said there were difficulties to be met with in the
North, but he did not think he was the man to talk of them. He thanked the company warmly for the
toast. (Cheers.) Mr. W. H. Abbott proposed " The Health of Mr. W. McMinn," and thought that
although he had been blamed for the action he had taken, had he been supported and appointed to
command instead of another when he re-commended a reorganization, the colony would have saved
£100,000. (Cheers.) The toast having been duly honoured, Mr. W. McMinn responded, and in doing
so said that he had been placed in a rather anomalous paosition by the inefficiency of the contractors
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to carry out their work, and he had expected more support at headquarters than he had received
when he at last took action. Those who knew the affair best only blamed him for not taking decisive
action sooner than he had done. If his advice had been taken when he gave it he believed the line
would have been completed within the year. (Cheers.) He did not believe at the time in new officers
being appointed at the eleventh hour, and the old ones being passed over. As it was, the work north-
ward had been principally carried out by the officers and men associated with him. If honour and
emolument were due to any person, they were to an officer associated with him from first to last— Mr.
R. C. Burton. (Cheers.) Dr. Renner proposed the health of "the Pioneers who had preceded the
Construction Party." He had been surprised that that toast should have been omitted from the toasts
at the banquet. He coupled it with the name of Mr. King. The toast was duly received. Mr. W. Abbott
proposed "Dr. Renner," and alluded to his tender care of those who needed it. The toast having been
received with the usual honours, Dr. RENNER briefly thanked the party for their kindness, and that
which had been shown him while he was amongst them. His temper was a hot one, and he hoped if
he had offended anyone that he might be forgiven. He was happy to say that in all the party he had
not lost one, and nothing gave him greater pleasure than to see all so well. If there was a happy man
on the previous day when they marched down to the Exhibition Grounds that man he could assure
them was Dr. Renner. (Cheers.) Mr. G. R. McMinn proposed "The Health of Mr. Burrell, the
Accountant of the Department.” The toast was enthusiastically received. Mr. BURRELL briefly
thanked them for the toast. He had not had to fight against the difficulties that they had had to contend
with in the bush, but he had had a good deal of hard work in the office. He was very happy to find that
he was remembered in so kindly a manner. (Cheers.) He wished to propose "The Health of Mr. Todd,
C.M.G.," and in doing told how anxious that gentleman had been for the safety of the party when he
was in Adelaide. He was sure all would drink the toast heartily. The toast was drunk with three cheers.
Mr. Woods proposed 'The Health of the Constructors of the Southern Section," giving his opinion that
it was unfair they should not have been mentioned simply because their line ran through settled
country. Their work he considered quite as difficult as that in the centre or the northern end. He
wished to couple the toast with the names of Mr. Abbott and Mr. Towler. The toast having been
received with cheers, Mr. TOWLER and Mr. ABBOTT briefly responded. Mr. BROCK proposed the
health of Mr. Knuckey, speaking very highly of that gentleman as a genial companion. The toast
having been duly honoured, Mr. Knuckey responded, tendering his thanks for the kind manner in
which his health had been drunk. The proceedings were then brought to a close.

We understand that on Friday last Mr. J. W. Lewis, the Postmaster-General, formally took his leave of
the employees in the Post-Office department. The utmost good feeling, we believe, existed between
the Postmaster and his subordinates, and very great regret was expressed at his removal from an
office which he had filled with so much urbanity and usefulness. Mr. Charles Todd assumed the duties
of Postmaster-General on Saturday, January 1.

(ed. The post Office was one of the largest Government departments by headcount. Along with his
management of close to 450 people involved in the OT construction plus the telegraphists and other
science and technology staff at the Observatory, an argument could be made that Todd was the most
overworked manager in the SA pubic service, a theme often picked up by the press of the day)



