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THE OVERLAND TELEGRAPH OFFICERS' DINNER. 

A reunion dinner of the officers engaged in the construction of the Overland Telegraph line took place 
at the refreshment-room of the Town Hall on Saturday evening, November 23. Besides them there 
were present a large number of guests, including all the members of the Ministry with the exception of 
the Treasurer, the Reception Committee, and heads of several Government departments. Mr. A. T. 
Woods presided, supported on his right by the Chief Secretary (Sir Henry Ayers), Sir G. S. Kingston, 
and the Superintendent of Telegraphs (Mr. C. Todd, C.M.G.); and on his left by Sir John Morphett, His 
Worship the Mayor (Mr. A. H. F. Bartels), and the Attorney-General (Hon. G. Stevenson. Mr. R. C. 
Burton was Vice-Chairman. An excellent dinner was provided by Mr. G. Aldridge, and Schrader's 
Band with Mr. Pybus as pianist was in attendance.  

After the usual loyal toasts had been honoured, 

The Chairman proposed "His Excellency the Governor." He said they all knew the great interest which 
His Excellency had taken in the prosecution of the Overland Telegraph from its commencement, and 
that he had at all times during its progress maintained the same spirit. But he had done more than 
this; for whilst, as they knew, seeking to assure himself that the equipment and other appointments 
were suitable, he had not been unmindful of the health, comfort, and welfare of those upon whom 
much of the success of the work depended. He meant the working field parties. (Cheers.) In no part of 
the colony was the loss which His Excellency had suffered since this work was commenced more 
deeply deplored than amongst the members of the Overland Telegraph. He could not on that 
occasion do justice to the feelings of respect and gratitude in which His Excellency and his family 
were held by all the parties with whom he had been connected; but often on the long weary land 
journey to their sections— a journey in his own case of eight months' duration— often over the camp 
fire have hearts as readily responsive as his own to any kindly touch— lips more eloquent than his 
borne evidence of their gratitude for the kindness which had consideration even for their amusement, 
a kindness which was all the greater because proceeding from so high a source. (Cheers.) It was 
unusual to find those in high position who could so stoop as to regard the wants or feelings of those 
much beneath them. Stoop did he say —they who did this— stoop, indeed, but stoop to conquer— 
stoop to rise higher in the esteem of all men of true feeling; rise ever to be borne in grateful 
remembrance by those whom they had thus benefited. The same causes which could call forth from a 
small body of men like theirs a spontaneous hearty burst of feeling would with larger scope sway the 
mighty pulse of a people. And he was sure that the feeling to which he had feebly endeavoured to 
give expression was but a faint indication of the more general, the universal esteem in which His 
Excellency was held throughout the colony. (Great cheering.)  

Mr. R. C. Patterson, who was received with great applause, proposed "The Ministry and Parliament," 
remarking that it was with no small diffidence that he undertook the toast before him. They all knew 
that they had had the support of the Ministry and Parliament throughout this undertaking, and he had 
no doubt whatever that they had their sympathies as well in the hardships and privations most of them 
had had at one time or another to endure. For himself he had to express his sense of the courteous 
and kindly treatment and sympathy he had ever met with from Sir Henry Ayers, and no one could 
have rejoiced more than himself at the honour conferred upon him by Her Majesty. He might be 
pardoned for alluding to the Government that 16 months since despatched him to the Northern 
Territory, or rather to the head of that Government— the Hon. John Hart. It was tolerably well known 
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that he (Mr. Patterson) was a strong advocate for the adoption of the Roper River as the main base of 
their operations. He was pretty well certain at the time that he could do but little in the remainder of 
the year 1871 with Port Darwin as the base of operations, and as his bonus depended upon his 
getting the work done within the year, for after December 10 it would have been hardly possible for 
any work to be done till the middle of April, as it rained persistently for over three months. He would 
here acknowledge the services of the leaders of sections, who were loyal to the work throughout, and 
stuck to it notwithstanding the disheartening circumstances by which they were surrounded. He was 
quite willing for his own part to run all the risks that might be encountered by the adoption of that river, 
but in justice to Mr. Hart he thought it necessary to state that the success which attended their venture 
of taking the steamships Omeo and Tararua ninety miles up the river would not have attended that 
enterprise had those vessels attempted to ascend that river at any other season of the year. When he 
first made the acquaintance of the river it was heavily flooded, and it continued to be so during the 
time both steamers were there. Captain Lowrie's survey made during the last dry season proved the 
existence of several bars in the river having only 12 feet of water at high water springs, and of course 
this would have proved an effectual barrier to the ascent of these vessels. He was still of opinion that 
the Roper would have made the best base for their operations, even supposing the stock had been 
transhipped at the river mouth, but as success was impossible for him with Port Darwin as the base, 
he was, as he said before, willing to risk everything on the Roper; but whether Mr. Hart, as the head 
of the Government, would have been justified in such a venture was another question. He made these 
remarks out of justice to Mr. Hart. Had the Tararua or the Omeo foundered in the river— and both 
vessels did strike rocks in their course— it was possible Mr. Hart's policy would have met with as 
much approval as it had since of censure. " Nothing succeeds like success," and of the truth of this 
adage he was at present a melancholy example. So much for the past Government. He had already 
stated that the Ministry and Parliament of this province were entitled to their thanks and gratitude for 
the sympathy they had ever shown for them in their trying undertaking. Let them trust that that 
sympathy was now about to culminate, and refusing any longer to be pent-up in conventional bounds 
would soon overflow and find expression in such a tangible and practical manner as to cause their 
smiles to come and go like sunbeams on an April day. (Cheers.)  

The toast was drunk with cheers, as indeed was almost every other.  

The Chief Secretary (Sir H. Ayers), who was received with applause, said it was not often that he was 
troubled how to reply to a speech which had been previously made, but he confessed on this 
occasion he was a little put out. He was always prepared to return thanks for the toast of " The 
Ministry," and having been in office for many years before this he had often said nothing was more 
grateful to a public man than to receive the approval of his fellow-colonists in the discharge of the 
duties allotted to him. Having been for ten months in office, and controlling the department with which 
the construction parties had had so much to do, he must say unfeignedly that they had had his 
heartfelt sympathy. He had been exceedingly anxious on their account, and on his own account, too, 
for under responsible Government the failure of Government employee's was the failure of the 
Government. Mr. Patterson had said that "nothing succeeds like success," and he knew he had learnt 
that long ago. (A laugh, and hear, hear.) Members had to be tried by results and if they were not 
successful they had to hide their diminished heads. The gentlemen who formed the greatest number 
there that night had been eminently successful in the great work which they had undertaken, and their 
success had thrown a lustre upon him-self and his colleagues, who were the Ministry directing for a 
considerable portion of the time the operations they had successfully completed. He rejoiced to meet 
them, for during the last ten months there had been periods when he very much doubted if ever he 
should meet them again. He knew the work they had gone through and the hardships they had 
overcome, and his sincere belief was they were mainly indebted to those men who had had the 
direction of the various subdivisions of the work, and had completed them by their personal exertions. 
(Great applause.) He should not be true to himself if he did not take that opportunity of saying so, and 
no one knew better than himself to whom credit was due. In saying this he did not want in the least to 
detract from the able minds which directed the undertaking, and the unflinching daily pluck of the men 
under them which had made the work the success it was. During its progress he thought there had 
been four Governments in the colony, and he was sure every one of those Governments had done 
the best they could towards its successful accomplishment. They were all liable to errors of judgment, 
and they should not sit too heavily upon any who through such errors had proved not to be quite so 



successful as their predecessors or followers. Mr. Patterson had alluded to the arrangement which 
was made before he left Adelaide, but he was quite satisfied neither the Government nor the 
Parliament would make him responsible for the want of success which he was sure was no blame to 
him. He was convinced that his great exertions would not be viewed from a mere contract point of 
view, but in a proper spirit, and that he and his fellow workers would be rewarded accordingly.  

Sir Johh Morphett said it would be very simple work for him to respond for the Parliament, because 
although Mr. Patterson was kind enough to attach honour to them for it, they had done nothing more 
than their duty. They voted money to enable a gallant band of men to go upon a dangerous and 
important expedition which was eminently successful, and he trusted they would do something else 
equally thorough. (Hear, hear.) It was very seldom that a body of men returned to the country from 
which they started upon such a hazardous and difficult work as that in which they had been engaged 
so successfully is they had done. Every one honoured them, and so long as South Australia had a 
name everyone connected with it would honour them. It was considered at one time that South 
Australia had engaged in a work which she could not accomplish. He had known South Australia for 
36 years, and never knew her undertake anything reasonable which she could not carry out. Some 
things she had tried which had proved failures, but they were foolish things. (Laughter.)  

Sir G. S. Kingston, on behalf of the House of Assembly, reiterated the kindly observations made by 
the President, and referred with pleasure to the fact that the pluck which was shown in former times 
by the early colonists was being equally exhibited by those who were natives of the soil, as shown by 
the successful completion of the telegraph line in which many of the latter had been engaged. Though 
he hoped something would be proposed in the ensuing week in the Parliament as a reward for their 
exertion he trusted he should not have to give a casting-vote, because although he felt very strongly 
in their favour, unluckily he should be compelled to vote the other way. (Laughter and applause.)  

The Chairman proposed "The Superintendent of Telegraphs (Mr. Charles Todd), and the Officers of 
the South Australian Telegraph Department." It was not merely as the originator of the Overland 
Telegraph that he would refer to Mr. Todd—in other quarters had his services in that respect been 
acknowledged — but it was also as the general chief of a department which for efficiency was 
unsurpassed. The progress of the Overland Telegraph had brought to their shores as visitors many 
persons who were thoroughly competent to judge of the subject, and he was assured that in no part of 
the world were the arrangements of any Telegraph Office so complete as that over which Mr. Todd 
presided; in fact, that in this matter South Australia was in advance of the age. He was sure Mr. Todd 
would bear him out that much of this efficiency resulted from the zeal and skill of his able officers. 
During Mr. Todd's absence much extra duty had fallen upon Mr. Cunningham, who he regretted was 
unable to be present; and the completion of the fittings of the new offices and the shifting from the old 
premises had been most ably and successfully carried out by him; and he was sure that the 
Telegraph service of this colony had as much reason to thank him as the officers of the Overland 
Telegraph for the urbanity and kindness which he had shown to them since he had been acting head 
of the department. (Cheers.)  

The Superintendent of Telegraphs said he had much pleasure the other evening in responding on 
behalf of the officers and men who had been connected with the Overland Telegraph, for better 
officers and men qualified for the peculiar work entrusted to them could not have been found. It was 
now perhaps a still greater pleasure for him to have to respond on behalf of the officers of the 
department over which he had presided since his entrance into the colony, a department of which he 
thought he might be justly proud. Since then he had watched the rise and progress of Australian 
telegraphy; and when he told them that in 1855 the first telegraph pole was planted in Australia, and 
that at the present time the Australian Colonies, including New Zealand, had 21,000 miles of 
telegraph, he thought they would say that they had come out to supply a want which was required for 
the further development of the colonies. (Cheers.) Places distant from centres of commerce required 
means of communication which the telegraph alone could give, and no invention of modern times was 
perhaps so adapted to modern commerce as the telegraph; hence they found its rapid extension 
throughout the world. Many of the officers of his department came to it as youths, and he was happy 
to say that in no one instance had the secrecy of the Telegraph Department, which was the 
receptacle of so much trust, been violated— (Hear, hear)— and he was more especially proud of the 
department, inasmuch as it has done its duty so efficiently during his absence. It had been the most 



trying in its history, the moving into the new building, and persons competent to pass an opinion had 
said that there was no better-fitted telegraph-office in the world, and that its arrangements were more 
perfect than those of London and Berlin. He was indebted entirely for the carrying out of his plans to 
Mr. Cunningham— (Hear, hear) — and no one could bear testimony more ably to that than his friend 
the Chief Secretary. His zeal and loyalty to himself he could not speak too highly of, and he felt that 
throughout his department there was not one officer who would not strain every nerve to carry out his 
orders. He wished to fill up an omission which occurred the other evening. He referred to the Northern 
Territory and the central sections, but unintentionally omitted to speak of the southern portion, which 
was undertaken by Mr. Bagot. That work, though nearer home, had particular difficulties, for 300 miles 
and more there was scarcely a tree which was fit for tele-graph poles, but notwithstanding that the 
work was successfully completed. Greater part was entrusted to Mr. Towler, who had been in his 
department, and he placed great confidence in the work carried out by him. He also made another 
omission the other evening, which was forgetting to thank the Under Secretary for the able assistance 
he had from time to time rendered him. They all knew how far he could aid or retard such a work as 
that in which they been engaged; but he had given him advice from the beginning, and whenever he 
saw him cast down had given him a cheering word, which enabled him to combat difficulties which he 
might possibly have sunk under. He begged to thank them on behalf of himself and the officers of the 
telegraph department. (Cheers.)  

Mr. R. R. Knuckey said he had much pleasure in proposing the health of one amongst them that 
night, who although he never took an active part in the work in which they had been engaged, had 
nevertheless shown by his actions and words the deep interest he felt in the undertaking. He referred 
to Mr. Goyder, the Surveyor-General. The principal portion of the officers engaged on the Overland 
Telegraph were from the Survey Department, and most of them were selected by Mr. Goyder. It was 
not for him to say that he made a good selection. They were willing to allow their work to speak for 
them. Most of them had received the whole or a great part of their training under Mr. Goyder, and to 
that training and the experience gained under him they felt that they owed a large portion of their 
success. Like Mr. Todd in the Telegraph Department, Mr. Goyder in the Survey had been something 
more than the head. He had been a friend to whom they could always apply for advice, and one 
whose great experience in all kinds of exploration or bush travelling peculiarly qualified him for giving 
it. That advice was most cheerfully given when two years ago they were fitting out in Adelaide; and he 
could assure them that the feeling which actuated all of them when they left here for the interior was 
that it would never do for the men who, under Mr. Goyder, had been successful in the survey of the 
Northern Territory, and who were again recommended by him, for this work to fail. He had much 
pleasure in proposing "The Health of Mr. Goyder and the Survey Department of South Australia." 
(Cheers.)  

The Surveyor-General (Mr. G. W. Goyder) in response observed that he would not on any 
consideration say one word which could detract from the success which attended the careful thought 
of the head of the department, but he could not help expressing his pleasure and delight that the 
officers and men who had been trained by himself had kept up the prestige which they certainly 
gained under him in the Northern Territory. (Cheers.) The last time he had the pleasure of addressing 
them, which was in the Northern Territory, he told them that the talisman which led to success in 
every undertaking of life was doing their duty. He had always endeavoured to instil into the minds of 
those with whom he had been connected that duty was the link which connected the two extremes of 
life; and duty was the link which had succeeded in rivetting the chain which had connected them with 
the Northern country. (Cheers.) Mr. Goyder made some further complimentary remarks in reference 
to the men who had been recommended by him, and also adverted to Stuart as having been actuated 
in the highest degree by a sense of duty, and to his explorations having been conducted at the 
instigation of Messrs. Chambers, Finke, and others, which observations were received with much 
approbation.  

Dr. Renner, in appropriate terms, requested, the company to drink "To the Memory of the late John 
McDouall Stuart and his friend, the late James Chambers." Stuart, he said, was the greatest of 
Australian explorers, and no one had described the country with so much accuracy and in so few 
words as he.  

Mr. Ringwood proposed "The Survivors of Stuart's Party."  



Mr. W. P. Auld responded. He said Stuart's party received a warm reception when they returned from 
their trip across the continent, but when their services were acknowledged by those who had 
themselves been across the continent, and could form a better idea of what Stuart did, he felt even 
more pleased than he did then.  

Mr. F. G. Waterhouse said, as one of the party who accompanied Stuart on his last and memorable 
expedition, when for the first time this continent was crossed, he had much pleasure in bearing 
testimony to his great ability, indomitable perseverance, and experience as an explorer. The 
difficulties of exploring the interior of a country so peculiar as Australia on account of the scarcity of 
water, and game of any sort suitable for food being so rarely met with, could hardly be realized by 
anyone who had not experienced what an Australian explorer has to contend with, and there was 
abundant evidence that Stuart's explorations were undertaken when the seasons were unusually dry, 
which greatly added to the difficulties he had to contend with. But such was his good judgment and 
determination that in spite of all obstacles he carried out his great project to a successful issue, for 
which glorious result South Australia has now good reason to be proud; and the benefit his enterprise 
conferred on this country had well earned him a name to rank high as a public benefactor among us. 
One error in judgment on his part and probably the whole party might have shared the fate of poor 
Leichardt, but thanks to his stout heart and skilful leadership they all returned safely, and they must all 
lament that he had not lived to reap the reward of his labours by seeing the result of his enterprising 
spirit crowned with success. While speaking on this subject he deemed it due to the memory of the 
late Mr. James Chambers to mention that, with his well-known good judgment, he entertained so high 
an opinion of Stuart's genius as an explorer, that he, with a liberality that did honour to his name, 
rendered him the necessary assistance to carry out his well conceived projects for exploring the 
interior of this country. In connection with Mr. Stuart's exploration he trusted it might not be thought 
out of place to mention his lamented friend Mr. W. Kekwick, whose faithful energetic conduct and 
valuable assistance to Mr. Stuart were well known to all present— "The man who follows with 
allegiance true wins a place in the story" — and might the name of John McDouall Stuart ever remain 
cherished in their memories as one who by his genius achieved honours for his adopted country. 
(Applause.)  

Mr. John Chambers felt sincerely grateful that the work which was the object of his associates and 
himself, and was carried out without any expense to the country, had been attended with such 
successful results. (Hear, hear.) He might say without egotism that had it not been for those exertions 
and Stuart's exploration South Australia would not that day have had telegraphic communication with 
the mother country. (Applause.) He took a share as a promoter of the work, and why his name had 
not been recorded as such by Stuart was a mystery to him. It was a noticeable fact that this great 
work had been performed by three little men— Stuart, Goyder, who was their great little man — 
(laughter)— and Todd- (applause)— but it was not bulk which achieved success, but a determination 
to do whatever they set their minds to. He thanked them for the kind ex pressions which they had 
used in reference to his late brother. (Applause.)  

Mr. Patterson proposed "The Public Works Department and the Engineer-in-Chief," remarking that 
that gentleman was so modest that his value would never be known in South Australia. He also 
expressed his opinion that the services of Mr. Cavenagh, who had been a member of the Ministry 
which undertook to construct the Overland Telegraph line, and who was the only member of it now in 
the Government, had not been recognised.  

The Engineer-in-Chief (Mr. H. C. Mais) briefly responded.  

The Commissioner of Public Works (Hon. W. Cavenagh) in responding, said he did not think any 
department had better officers than the Public Works Department. He certainly thought the 
Strangways Ministry ought to have had some recognition at the banquet — (Applause) — having 
initiated the work of which they were now celebrating the completion. It had been often said that 
South Australia was not a go-ahead country, but he thought it was the most go-ahead colony in 
Australia; for whereas Victoria had had her gold to back her, we had had nothing but our own pluck 
and energy. (Applause.)  



Mr. G. R. McMinn proposed "Mr. E. M. Bagot, contractor for the Southern Section Overland 
Telegraph, and officers associated with him." They had contracted over 500 miles of line over country 
which was recognized as one of the most difficult parts of the line— (Hear, hear) — where water was 
often very scarce, and timber still scarcer, and in addition to carting their own material had carted the 
mate rials and rations for the Central Sections. (Hear, hear.)  

Mr. E. M. Bagot, who was received most warmly, said on behalf of himself as nominal contractor, and 
Mr. John Rounsevell the real contractor, and his officers, he returned his sincere thanks. He certainly 
felt that they did not have the recognition they deserved at the banquet, and he was happy that Mr. 
Todd had given them that recognition that evening, and he was very pleased to hear that they had 
done the work satisfactorily. He had had very little to do with it; Mr. Rounsevell had been the mover 
and genius in the matter, and perhaps he could give them some data which were not known to the 
public at large. 

 Mr. John Rounsevell thanked the officers sincerely for the hearty manner in which they had toasted 
the contractors' party, and he felt proud that they had some recognition of their services. The 
construction of this line had been his hobby ever since he brought Stuart down from his successful 
journey. When the question of a telegraph was freely discussed, and he had collected all the 
information possible on the subject, and spoken to Mr. Todd about it in his old office in 1862, Mr. Todd 
heartily approved of the scheme, but said the time was not come for it. Again in 1867 he tried to get 
the line floated, but failed, and in 1869 he tried hard with the Hon. H. B. T. Strangways, who would 
prove what he stated, that he offered to construct a line across the continent for a grant of land long 
before the Cable Company was thought of; and he believed, it was mainly due to his assuring Mr. 
Strangways that it was practicable that afterwards induced him to undertake the work on behalf of the 
Government. Though his tender to construct the whole line for £90,000 failed, there were many 
present who knew it was not his fault, but through the Government inserting clauses not in terms of 
the tender, namely, that he was not to get any pay till two months after the whole was completed and 
passed, which doubtless was in consequence of his offering the Hon. A. Blyth to take payment in 
bonds instead of cash. He also objected to the nullifying clause, and results proved he was right in so 
doing. If the contract had been in terms of the specifications and the accepted tender the work would 
have been done. His plans were submitted to Government, and results proved he was right. The 
second tender for a portion nearly fell through from the same cause. He had to thank Mr. Woods and 
officers of the centre for their able superintendence of the cartage contract, under whom his teams 
had carted over 200 tons of wire and stores about 1,000 miles, and distributed it over 600 miles of the 
line. The success of this contract enabled them to meet that night to celebrate the event, for if that 
had failed the line would not have been opened for many a day. He particularly thanked Mr. McMinn, 
who was a good authority, for boldly stating that the construction of the south end was the most 
difficult and heaviest part of the whole work, from the bad country it covered and the want of water 
and timber. About 11,000 poles were carted, say 200 miles, to complete this work, and the labour on 
this and the cartage for the centre would bear favourable comparison with all the other work done on 
the line; in fact, figures would prove the mileage, tonnage, and labour done by his staff was more than 
half of the whole work dose. (Question.) Well, that was the question, and he was prepared to prove it. 
He tendered his thanks to Messrs. Abbott, Boucaut, Burton, Cheeseman, and Servante, for the very 
able manner they had superintended the work; it was greatly due to the energy and perseverance of 
those officers that the work was done in contract time. A great show had been made about his 
teamsters using Government rations, and it was only fair he should be allowed to say that through the 
misdirection of one set of teams and the Finke being flooded they had to borrow some four bags of 
flour and a few small items— (interruption)— at any rate he would state the facts. This was borrowed 
and shortly returned with several hundred pounds worth of his surplus stores sold to Government, and 
the only claims on all the contracts were some four pounds odd shillings for goods lost or damaged in 
transit.  

The Superintendent of Telegraphs proposed "The Reception Committee" in grateful terms, to which 
His Worship the Mayor responded in an amusing speech.  

Mr. W. McMinn then gave " The Health of W. H. Burrell, Esq.," remarking that from the first this officer 
of the Telegraph Department had rendered invaluable services, services which were characterised by 
an enthusiasm deserving every recognition that the officers of the Over land Telegraph could give 



him. The services thrown upon him had caused him mental hard ship, and he knew, whilst others had 
lost their health in discharge of bush duties, he had suffered seriously through the onerous duties 
which had been cast upon him. Mr. Burrell's services had ever been rendered in a cheerful and willing 
spirit, and the officers throughout the expedition felt the greatest appreciation of those services and 
the highest esteem for his character, and they trusted if rewards were to be made that Mr. Burrell 
would share with the rest. (Applause.) He then read the following address :--  

"W. H. Burrell, Esq.  

"The undersigned officers, who have been connected with the construction of the Overland 
Telegraph, and others more or less connected with the undertaking, desire to express their high 
appreciation of the valuable services you have rendered throughout the work from its inception to its 
successful completion. They are aware that the carrying out of this great enterprise has involved you 
in extra and very arduous duties, which have always been rendered most cheerfully.  

" You have always in this matter evinced an enthusiasm which has rendered your work in connection 
therewith a labour of love.  

"In remembrance of the kindly feeling which has characterized you in your official intercourse with us, 
and to show the high regard in which you are held personally by us all, we beg your acceptance of the 
accompanying presents; and we trust that you may be long spared to preserve this memorial of our 
friendship and esteem.  

"We are, dear Sir, most faithfully yours.' [Signed by the whole of the officers in Adelaide.]  

The Chairman then, on behalf of his fellow officers, presented Mr. Burrell with a very handsome tea-
service and 60 sovereigns.  

Mr. Todd, as head of the department of which Mr. Burrell was an admirable and distinguished 
member, bore testimony to the great assistance which he had been to him from the commencement 
of the work, and to the great pleasure it afforded him to observe the manner in which the officers of 
the different expeditions had recognised his services. He knew that much of their comfort and 
success was due to the thoughtful care which had been exercised by him on every occasion. 
(Applause.)  

Mr. Burrell, on rising to respond, was received with hearty and prolonged cheering. He remarked that 
he felt so completely over powered that he was quite unable adequately to express his thanks to the 
subscribers to the testimonial for their kind expression of feeling. Whatever he had done in connection 
with the great enterprise was actuated by a deep sense of duty, which had ever been his bright pole 
star in all that he had undertaken, and it was an infinite joy to him to see that his efforts had been so 
substantially recognized. He also rejoiced to hear his chief speak of him as he had done. He had 
been associated many years with him, and he felt it a proud moment when he heard him say that he 
had endeavoured to do his duty faithfully and well. Again very sincerely thanking the officers for their 
ex pression of regard for him, Mr. Burrell resumed his seat.  

The healths of the Working Parties, the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, having been drunk, the 
gathering separated 

 


