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Synopsis: Todd's professional designation is multiple

Summary: Variously called Postmaster-General, Surveyor, Government Astronomer and
Superintendent of Telegraphs

Built 1,800 Miles Overland Telegraph

Each TAA aircraft is named after one of our early pioneers. Sir Charles Todd, as Postmaster-General
for South Australia, was responsible for the erection of the overland telegraph line between Port
Augusta in South Australia and Port Darwin in the Northern Territory, a distance of approximately
1,800 miles. This line, which was completed in 1872, connected with a submarine cable to Java to
give Australia telegraphic communication with the outside world for the first time.

The line took 23 months to construct and cost more than £300,000 A total number of 36,000-
telegraph poles was used weighing 5,000 tons, some of them being carted a distance of up to 500
miles, and more than 200 tons of other materials were carried into the interior. Thousands of sheep
and cattle were driven an average of 500 miles to supply the contractors with food. Sir Charles Todd
was an Englishman who came to Australia in 1855 to take up his appointment and Government
Astronomer. In as Superintendent of Telegraphs, 1870 he became PostniasterGeueral. Work on the
erection of the overland telegraph line commenced in 1870, just eight years after the continent had
first been crossed from south to north by the explorer John McDouall Stuart. The construction of the
line was divided into three sections, the first due north from Port Augusta, the second through the
Macdonnel Ranges and the third due south from, Port Darwin. Despite difficulties caused by lack of
water and suitable timber, absence of roads and the great distances over which materials and stores
had to be hauled, the first and second sections were completed in the scheduled time. The third
section, however, owing to the swampy nature of the country, proved to be exceptionally difficult, and
it was not until Charles Todd himself went to the scene of operations that progress was made. On the
22nd May, 1872, Charles Todd sent the first message from Port Darwin to Adelaide, but as part of the
third section was still incomplete, it had to be conveyed by horsemen for considerable distances and
did not reach the capital until June. The line was completed on the 22" August when the first through
message from Port Darwin was received in Adelaide. On the 30™ October Charles Todd returned to
Adelaide and reported he had inspected the line for its entire distance.
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