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THE PORT DARWIN TELEGRAPH. 
The subjoined report from Mr. Todd respecting the progress made by the survey and working parties 
in connection with our great telegraph undertaking will, without doubt, be read with interest. It will be 
observed that the route is easy enough up to lat. 23° 38', and that for that distance there appears to 
be no difficulty as regards timber or water. On reaching this point Messrs. Ross and Harvey, seeing 
no signs of water to the westward towards MacDonnell Range, turned back and met Mr. Todd at 
Strangways Springs just two hours after he had arrived there. They will return and extend their 
explorations, probably steering some distance eastward of MacDonnell Range. As the point they 
reached is within about 800 miles of Port Darwin, and as Messrs. Darwent and Dalwood's party must 
by this time have covered a large proportion of that distance, there does not remain very much of the 
route to be laid out, and it is not expected there will be any difficulty in connecting the northern and 
central portions of the work. Mr. Todd has found everything progressing admirably without any 
appearance of a hitch, present or prospective. All the parties had travelled as rapidly as was 
expected, and will soon be fairly at work. The officers and men were in good health and spirits, and 
the stock in excellent condition, and a hundred camels were employed in the service. Further 
introduction is, however, unnecessary, as the report speaks for itself :- 
 
"Electric Telegraph Department, 
Strangways Springs, October 24, 1870. 
 
" Sir—I have the honor to inform you of my arrival here on Saturday morning, the 22nd, having on my 
way up fixed the route for the telegraph as far as Chambers Creek and on to this point. I last wrote 
you from Beltana, which situation I left on Friday, the 14th, and camped that night with the party under 
charge of Mr. Roberts at Windy Creek. 
 
"The next day I followed the usual dray track for a few miles north of Glen's Gums, when I struck 
across the country for Termination Hill in order to see whether a short cut by way of Termination Hill 
and Mount Nor-West could be made with advantage, by which a saving of 30 miles or so would be 
saved. I am glad to say that I found it a much better route than the road round by way of the Springs. 
Water may be scarce in some seasons, but there will be no difficulty this year to construct the line 
through want of water ; and there are several good gum creeks from which timber can be got for poles 
which cannot be found on the usual track. 
 
"I regained my party at the Finniss Springs on Wednesday. 
 
"At Mount Hamilton I met Messsrs. Woods and McMinn and Knuckey, whose parties were a short 
distance ahead. They are wisely keeping a day's stage apart, and will arrive at Mount Margaret about 
the same day as myself, on Wednesday next. I camped with Mr. Knuckey's party at the Beresford 
Hills on Friday, and was glad to find everything in good order. The manner in which the several 
parties have come up reflects credit on the officers and men, and I may add that the former appear to 
be fully impressed with the responsibility devolving upon them. All seem to understand the nature of 
the work to be done, and determined to carry it out successfully. 
 
"As showing how well everything has been timed, I have the pleasure to inform you of the arrival here 
of Messrs. Ross and Harvey within two hours after me, having left their party at the Peate, and ridden 
on to meet me. They are all well and in good spirits, ready to return to the interior at a moment's 
notice. Mr. Ross has been as far north as 23° 38', going by way of the Treuer, and returning by way of 
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Stuart's track. Mr. Harvey has not yet had time to map the route followed, and I am not in possession 
of written reports. The following will, however, be sufficient to inform the Government of the general 
results of the exploration as far as it has been made. 
 
"Mr. Ross started from Mount Margaret on August 14, and struck the Treuer and the Winbrie 
Waterhole on the 17th, long. 136° 40', lat. 27° 26' (Mr. Ross's old camp). The course of the Treuer 
here is from the W.N.W. (turning south at the Winbrie waterhole), as far as from the 135° 25' and 27° 
10', where the Hamilton joins it. Above the junction of the Hamilton it comes from the north. Mr. Ross, 
followed the Treuer from the Winbrie waterhole till the 23rd August, when he left it and made a 
general N, and N.N.E. course up to latitude 23° 38', and between 134° and 135°meridians, 
approaching to within about 40 miles of the MacDonnell Range, which, however, they could not see. 
They describe the country north of 24¼° as good and mountainous, with plenty of gum creeks, but 
with at that time but very little water. South of this the country to the east of their route is described as 
a sandy in hospitable desert. There being no indication of water to the westward, they were unable to 
make the MacDonnell Ranges, and had to retrace their steps for some distance, and finally cut the 
Hugh, about lat. 24° 30', a little west of 134° E. long. 
 
"They then followed the Hugh down to the latitude of Chambers's Pillar, and turned west to the Pillar, 
to verify the position assigned to it by Stuart. From the Pillar they followed the Finke, and found that it 
joined the Hugh (of which Stuart appears to have been ignorant) at lat. 24° 52', about 20 miles E. by 
S. of Chambers's Pillar; thence more or less along the Finke to 25° 30' S., 134½° E.; from there nearly 
due S., crossing a number of creeks, as shown on Stuart's maps, cutting the Neales a little south of 
27°, and thence a general south-east course to Mount Kingston, arriving at the Peate on October 19. 
 
"On their outward journey they found little or no timber till they reached the Treuer, the flats on either 
side of which are from two to six miles in width. Sandy desert country on the north bank (the course of 
the creek being nearly east from the junction of the Hamilton), and stony tableland on the south bank. 
 
"Leaving the Treuer, the country was not good till they neared lat. 24°. So far, therefore, there is no 
inducement to make for the Treuer on leaving Mount Margaret. 
 
"The Hugh, as far as it was followed, is well timbered to its junction with the Finke, which is not so well 
timbered, but enough for our purposes. South of this and between their out ward journey and Stuart's 
route in 1861, the country is said to be well wooded at or near the confluence of the numerous creeks 
running to the eastward between the Finke and the Hamilton. There is plenty of good timber near the 
junction of the Goyder with the Finke. 
 
"So far, therefore, there will be no difficulty with regard to timber on the first two sections north of lat. 
27°, and, I believe, no difficulty either in regard to water. North of lat. 24° Mr. Ross considers we may 
with advantage pass to the east of the MacDonnell Range. 
 
"Both Mr. Ross and Mr. Harvey agree in recommending the following route, which I may probably 
adopt, should their diaries satisfy me that it is the best—viz.,"from Mount Margaret Station to the 
Peate, thence along the north-eastern branch of the Neales to near the junction of the Treuer and the 
Hamilton, and from there in a nearly direct course towards Mounts Daniel and Townsend, following 
thence the Finke and the Hugh. The route beyond this will depend on future explorations, and I 
propose dispatching Messrs. Ross and Harvey in advance of the teams to decide this. 
 
"I start this afternoon for Mount Margaret, and shall probably go on as far as the Peate, and return as 
soon as I have seen all the parties fairly started, and the whole of the work and transport service 
arranged. Bagot's teams and camels with the materials and stores are all on the road, most of them 
this side of Beltana. The camels (100) were camped at the Finniss when I left, and will be here 
tomorrow morning. Mr. Blood, who will have charge of the first receiving and forwarding depot, 
thoroughly understands his work, and so far as I can see there appears to be no reason to fear any 
hitch occurring. I hope to be well on my way back in a week or ten days, and on my way shall inspect 
the work completed at the Port Augusta end. 
 



"I shall probably return by way of Melrose, Pekina, and the Burra, so as to decide the vexed question 
of the route for the Blinman mail, and at the same time inspect all my offices on the road. You will, I 
trust, see that I am losing no time in completing all my arrangements. 
 
"I have, &c., 
"Charles Todd, 
Postmaster-General and Superintendent of Telegraphs." 


