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Synopsis: Details of proposed track of the first part of the southern section of the OT Line
Summary: From Port Augusta to Mount Margaret contracted to Bagot. Transport details included.

THE OVERLAND TELEGRAPH LINES.

Arrangements are now being made for putting in hand the last portion of the Overland Telegraph
line—that extending from Port Augusta to beyond Mount Margaret, contracted for by Mr. E. M. Bagot.
Mr. Todd has now completed his part of the preliminaries, and this morning two parties left the Survey
Paddock en route to Port Augusta.

The parties are to be under the charge of Messrs. B. H. Babbage and W. H. Abbott, each of whom is
to lay out and have the superintendence of 250 miles of the line, extending from Port Augusta to the
principal depot at the Peak. Mr. Blood, who has been appointed to the charge of the depot, with Mr.
Abbott, left Adelaide for Kapunda by train this morning. Mr. Babbage remains for some time longer,
and then proceeds for Port Augusta by sea. The general management of the parties on the route
rests with Mr. Ray Boucaut, who is accompanied by Mr. Servante, and there are in all 10 men to
assist in laying out the length included in Mr. Bagot's contract. There names are C. Kraagen, Harris,
Cooke, Anthony, Kriiss, Burton, Brown, Everett, Barton, and Brown. The teams include one express
wagon, three drays, and about forty horses, some of which are intended to make up the complement
of horses for the construction parties. In laying out the first 500 miles of the line a start will be made
from Port Augusta; thence the direction taken will in general be that marked out for the proposed Port
Augusta Railway. It will pass to the west of Thompson's Station, close by Loudon's Head Station,
west of Mount Eyre, across the Hookina and Morilina Creeks, slightly to the west of the eating-house
at Ediowie, and so on along the course of the projected railway to Survey Point A. If the nature of the
country permits, it is intended to take a short cut thence to the south and west of Termination Hill, via
Mirrabuckinnah and Porter's Hill, to the Horseshoe of Chamber's Creek, thence northwards to Mount
Margaret. This station is about 400 miles distant from Port Augusta, and the chief depot for the central
party will be some 45 miles beyond that at the Peak. Before leaving, the roll was called, and Mr. Todd
read the regulations to the officers and men, after which he briefly addressed them. He stated that the
regulations were necessary for the success of the work, which, he believed, they were all prepared to
carry out faithfully. The Government had done everything for their comfort in the interior, and he
believed they were the right stamp of men to carry the work to a successful issue. He then wished
them good-by, with a few further words of admonition, and the party moved off at about a quarter past
12 p.m.

Mr. Todd has received information that the three parties which started from Adelaide first have
already left Port Augusta, and are making good progress towards the scene of their work. Each party
now has three five-horse timber wagons, three eight-bullock drays, and one four-horse express
wagon, besides saddle and camp pack horses. The other two parties which set out later are now in
the neighbourhood of Port Augusta. A letter has been received from Mr. Jarvis, who preceded the first
parties, announcing that he had reached Beltana with 56 horses, besides wagons, and that he had
there purchased 2,000 sheep, which were to be driven on to Mount Margaret. Of the five men he took
out with him one had been left at Gunn's Waterhole as a sort of reserve.
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