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Synopsis: Charles Todd assumes the duty of Postmaster-General 
Summary: In the same year he takes on the management of the Overland Telegraph Line 
construction. 
 
We understand that on Friday last Mr. J. W. Lewis, the Postmaster-General, formally took his leave of 
the employees in the Post-Office department. The utmost good feeling, we believe, existed between 
the Postmaster and his subordinates, and very great regret was expressed at his removal from an 
office which he had filled with so much urbanity and usefulness. Mr. Charles Todd assumed the duties 
of Postmaster-General on Saturday, January 1. 

 
(ed. The post Office was one of the largest Government departments by headcount.  Along with his 
management of close to 450 people involved in the OT construction plus the telegraphists and other 
science and technology staff at the Observatory, an argument could be made that Todd was the most 
overworked manager in the SA pubic service, a theme often picked up by the press of the day) 
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