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Synopsis: Details the negotiations with the British-Australian Telegraph Company (BATco)
Summary: South Australia secures BATco’s commitment to connect solely with SA’s proposal for the
Overland Telegraph Line. Included is the full text of the company’s letter dated June 16.
THE PORT DARWIN TELEGRAPH.
By this mail His Excellency has received a letter from Lord Monck, which decides the question of the
telegraph route as far as regards the British-Australian Company, of which His Lordship is Chairman.
It is written in answer to the original proposal of this Government; dated April 23 and is so far only a
confirmation of telegrams which have been exchanged on the same subject. Its special significance
lies in its being of later date than the alleged negotiations with Queensland, and in it making no
reference whatever to any ulterior design on the part of the Company. The document contains but one
allusion to Queensland, and that does not contemplate a cable extension, to Burke Town, but a
junction from Burke Town with our land line.
This correspondence follows the telegrams received two mails ago at an interval of fully a month. The
one from Mr. Dutton, intimating that the cable would be landed at Port Darwin if the overland line were
commenced forthwith, was dated May 9. Mr. Douglas's to the Queensland Government, advising
them that additional cable would be laid to Burke Town on a guarantee of 5 per cent, was dated the
14th May. Lord Monck's letter to His Excellency is of the 16th June. It had been preceded by a
telegram to Galle on the 14th, which ought to have come on by last mail, but it had missed the
steamer, and now accompanies the despatch. Its timely arrival would have spared us a great deal of
unpleasant conjecture and suspicion; but as it is, the telegram and the letter now elucidate each
other. The first conveys a distinct unreserved assurance that our offer would be accepted on the
conditions specified, namely, Parliamentary sanction. The second explains that this condition would
require to be fulfilled within a certain time, after which the contract would be unalterable. For the
period we are referred to a letter of Captain Osborn's to the Agent General, which has not yet been
published. But Mr. Dutton's telegram, which was based thereon, mentions the 7th August as the date
for a final decision by the Company. It will be remembered that the Overland Telegraph Bill was
passed by the Legislature early in June, and on the 18th of that month Commander Noel Osborn was
informed by the Under Secretary that Mr. Todd had been instructed to proceed at once with the
erection of the line. This information would reach London by the 7th August, and the British Australian
Company would then have a positive proposal before them, emanating directly from this Government
and endorsed by the Legislature. Lord Monck's despatch, read in connection with the surrounding
facts, indicates that so far everything has been perfectly straightforward on the part of the Company.
We have not printed his telegram — which was also kindly supplied to us— as the letter contains a
verbatim copy of it: —
"British-Australian Telegraph Company,
Limited, 66, Old Broad-street, London, E.C., June 16, 1870.
"To His Excellency the Governor of South Australia.
"Sir— In a letter dated Chief Secretary's Office, Adelaide, April 23, 1870, addressed to Commander
Osborn, R.N., and forming part of a correspondence relative to the completion of direct telegraphic
communication with England, a copy of which has been forwarded to this Company, I observe the
following passage:— 'I am further to state that if the sanction of Parliament for the construction of the
line be obtained the Government will commence the work immediately on receiving a satisfactory
assurance that your cable will be landed at Port Darwin, and in that case will have such line open for
traffic by 1st January, 1872.'
"I have the honour to inform you that having regard to the importance of immediately commencing the
construction of the land lines from Port Augusta to meet the cable at Port Darwin by the end of 1871,
and perceiving that if the sanction of Parliament were obtained to your proposed scheme, the work

would be delayed pending the receipt of the assurance required in the letter quoted above, I
telegraphed to you on the 13th instant to catch the mail leaving Galle on the 15th, as follows:—
" Company assures landing of cable at Port Darwin as required in Under Secretary's letter of 23rd
April to Osborn. Hope land line will be commenced without delay.'
"I now have to confirm the assurance given in the above telegram by stating that if by the time fixed
as the latest date up to which an alteration in the existing contract is possible in the Managing
Director's letter to Mr. Dutton of 6th May last, to which I beg to refer you, a positive proposal in the
terms of your telegram to Earl Granville of 25th April, 1870, be received, the Company will undertake
to land their cable at Port Darwin, and give every facility for the transmission of cable messages in
arrangement with the Telegraphic Department of the colony.
"In view of the loss that would arise both to the Australian Colonies and the Company were the cable
to be landed at Port Darwin before the completion of the land line to Port Augusta, I would beg to call
your attention to the question whether it would not be advisable to commence the construction from
Port Darwin as well as from Port Augusta, at the same time inviting the co-operation of Queensland
by simultaneously extending her system towards the proposed point of junction.
"By this means, should the whole line between Port Darwin and Port Augusta not be complete by the
time of landing the cable, there would still be a connection between the cable end and the centres of
government and commerce via Queensland.
" I have the honour to be, Sir,
" Your obedient servant,
" Monck, Chairman."

