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Synopsis: Early snapshot of plans and organisation for the construction of Overland Telegraph
Summary: Describes the departure of the steamship Omeo going north, details arrival of Central
party and letting of contract for South section. Many details on staff, plans, equipment, provisions and
early activities
THE OVERLAND TELEGRAPH.
This great undertaking may now be said to be fairly in hand. Messrs. Darwent & Dalwood's party, for
the construction of the most northerly sections — extending from Port Darwin 600 miles southward—
left in the Omeo on August 20. Five Government parties, for carrying out the central sections, of some
600 or 700 miles, have already started for the scene of operations; and the contract for the remaining
or more southerly portion, extending from Port Augusta northward, has been taken by Mr. E. M.
Bagot. There is an undertaking that the whole of these works shall be carried out before the end of
1871. Subjoined are some particulars of the outfit and departure of the several expeditions.
THE NORTHERN SECTIONS. The departure of the Omeo, chartered for the conveyance of Messrs.
Darwent and Dalwood's party for the construction of the northern portion of the Overland Telegraph,
was the occasion of a considerable amount of excitement at the Port on Saturday August 20, where a
large number of persons had assembled to take farewell of their friends, and to wish " God speed " to
the enterprise. Since the arrival of the steamer the wharf in her vicinity has been a constant scene of
bustle from daylight until dark each day, owing to the number of hands engaged in the shipment of the
telegraph material, stores, and stock ; and in the afternoon the vessel presented a somewhat overcrowded appearance. This was, however, greatly occasioned by the number of persons, friends of
members of the party and others, who had assembled on the deck, but when the order was given to
let go the lines, all except a few of these went on shore. The afterpart of the deck is occupied by the
vehicles, whilst the forward portion affords accommodation for the majority of the horses and bullocks,
the re-remainder being stowed in the fore hold, and the hurricane deck is covered with bales of hay.
There also appears to be plenty of accommodation for the men, some being berthed in the fore cabin
and others in a cabin in the after-part, the saloon being amidships. Owing to a stiff northerly breeze, a
considerable time was occupied in swinging the vessel; but whilst this was going on Mr. Paqualin,
who is in charge of the party, called the muster-roll, when every man answered to his name. The
expedition consists of Messrs. W. A. Paqualin (in charge), J. Dar-went, S. King, C. Tyms (officers),
and 75 men. It is accompanied by Messrs. McMinn and Burton, superintendents on behalf of the
Government, and Messrs. Stapleton and Howley, Telegraph operators and Sub-overseers. The
muster being completed Mr. Joseph Darwent addressed the men, expressing himself gratified to find
that every man had answered to his name. He spoke of the importance of the work they had
undertaken and trusted they would all do their best to bring it to a successful termination. He informed
them that if the work were completed in twelve months instead of the term of their agreement— fifteen
months— they would, in addition to their pay for the full period, be entitled to a bonus of £1,000. He
assured them that everything had been done to ensure their health and comfort during the expedition,
and he felt sure they would have no ground of complaint on the score of provisions. He then
introduced the officers and the men. Mr. Dalwood, who accompanies the party as far as Port Darwin,
also addressed a few words to the party. He said he knew many of the party and believed they would
all do their best to bring the work to a successful issue. He should, however, address them again
before leaving them at Port Darwin, by which time he should know them better. Mr C. Todd being
called for, spoke of the expedition as a national undertaking, the success of which in a great measure
rested with them. He had satisfied himself that the health and comfort of the men had been studied by
the contractors, and he should part with them fully confident that the contractors would be well
supported. The remarks of each gentleman were received with hearty cheers. By this time the
vessel's head was ready for a start, and the order given to " turn ahead." As she passed the wharf the
crowd loudly cheered the departure of the vessel, and were answered by similar cheers from the men,
all of whom appear in excellent spirits. On board the vessel are 1,003 bundles of telegraph wire and
the necessary insulators and pins, and a further supply will be forwarded in January. There are 80
excellent draught horses, 10 bullocks, and 24 vehicles of various descriptions. Mr. C. Todd
accompanied the vessel as far as the anchorage, and on leaving was heartily cheered, the vessel

getting away with prospects of a quick passage. The members of the Ministry, we are informed, were
closely engaged in completing all necessary preparations for the departure of Messrs. Dar-went &
Dalwood's party to so late an hour on Saturday that none of them were able to be present at the
sailing of the Omeo, although some of them had fully intended to be there. The Omeo left the wharf in
the afternoon, and after steaming slowly down the river reached the inner bar at tide-time, and at once
passed over and proceeded down the Gulf. As the process of swinging the steamer was made some
adventurous spirits among the staff scrambled away aloft, and hearty cheers fore and aft gave a
gratifying exhibit of the zeal with which the enterprise is to be carried out. The stowage of the
equipment was most expeditiously performed. It is a noteworthy fact that the Omeo's first mission to
the colonies was on telegraph service, for which she is well suited, having good space below and full
accommodation for the passengers. It was scarcely anticipated she would be ready for sea so quickly;
and, indeed, in starting, some of the deck load required lashing, but once away matters would
speedily assume a sea-going shape. Information has been received that after a pleasant run the
steamer reached Brisbane. Here with the utmost dispatch she shipped a quantity of stock and other
necessaries, and continued her voyage to Port Darwin, which she has probably reached by this time.
Of course, an immediate commencement will be made on arrival. Mr. W. McMinn, the senior Inspector
on behalf of the Government, after laying out a sufficient distance to give the contractors a good start,
will with a light party proceed to the Roper in order to examine the character of the country, and
generally to mark out the line of deviation for the telegraph. During his absence Mr Burton and SubInspectors will superintend operations. On his return, he will take charge and mark out definitely the
route to be pursued. It is intended that Mr Ross, upon his return to Mount Margaret from his present
expedition, shall retrace his steps towards the Roper, and complete the examination of the country
from end to end of the proposed line. He is to be met at the Roper by a party sent on by Mr. McMinn
with provisions, and further action will somewhat depend on the result of these preliminary
proceedings. The men who are to carry out the portions of the work in the Northern Territory have
entered into an engagement under which the strictest discipline is to be maintained. Of course,
considering the limited time allowed for completing the under-taking, the Government will very wisely
abstain from interfering with the arrangements of the contractors, except in the matter of compliance
with the specifications, We believe that specific instructions have been issued to those in charge to
prevent collision with the natives, to ensure the health of the men, and to promote the speedy
execution of the work.
THE CENTRAL SECTION. Mr. John Ross, the pioneer of the central portions of the Overland Line, is
now engaged upon his expedition from Mount Margaret northward. His last letter before leaving the
settled districts was written from Humbrum Station, August 13, 1870, and was addressed to the
Superintendent of Telegraphs, and is as follows : —
" Sir — I have the honour to inform you of the arrival of myself and party at this place on the 10th
instant, exceeding the time on the way from Beltana by four days. The horses were exceedingly
troublesome till we got to the Finniss Creek, when they were all settled nicely to their work. One day
had been lost through some of the horses making 20 miles back to Beltana from the Finniss. To here
they gave no trouble whatever and are looking as well as when we started. I would start to-day and
get to Neale's River but wait the arrival of the mail due here to-day at 6 p.m. and start to-morrow.
Teams on the way for the north-west from Port Augusta will have abundance of grass and water
wherever they choose to camp, and at the several stations, speaking from experience, will meet with
every kindness and attention. We have seen no timber likely to answer for telegraph poles but are
informed that from 10 to 15 miles westward of the road; the various watercourses are well-timbered
with trees of considerable size. There is a great extent of pine-forest country between Termination Hill
and the shore of Lake Torrens, and the cartage would not exceed 20 miles to the North West-road.
From now we pass through unoccupied country, and is very little known, and will be careful in noting
all we see likely to favour the construction of the line of telegraph. Our horses being all of the right sort
will be able to be back at the Peake about the middle of October, in which time we will extend our
explorations to about 500 miles north from Mount Margaret, having a different course back to the
Peake.— I am, &c., John Ross.
" For two or three weeks after the departure of the Overland mail preparations for the equipment and
dispatch of the five parties appointed to construct the Government portion of this undertaking in the
very heart of the continent were prosecuted with energy. The bulk of the stores and provisions were
sent on to Port Augusta, whence they are to be conveyed by Mr. E. M. Bagot, who has the contract
for conveying provisions for the several parties to the Mount Margaret depot. The first party is to be

stationed a short distance beyond Mount Margaret, and the others at intervals of about 120 miles
northwards, so that the whole of the sections are to be in operation at the same time. A transport
service has been organised to furnish them with regular supplies of provisions from the central de-pot
at Mount Margaret. For mail purposes, and to carry intelligence from one station to the other, couriers
upon fast horses are to be employed, and every precaution is to be taken to prevent evil arising from
the isolation of each party from the others. Mr Ross, it is expected, will have returned from the interior
by the time the wagons reach Mount Margaret, so that there need be no delay in taking up the
stations. The horses, numbering about 150, are for the most part stanch animals, with a sufficient
reserve of muscle to fall back upon. The wagons, although nothing much to look at, are strong and
serviceable, and withal of light construction.
The expedition takes 15 sets of five-horse and five sets of four-horse harness, 45 saddles for the
officers and men, about 250 head-stalls, 400 pair hobbles, about 70 pack-saddles, and a large
number of horse, bullock, swag, and saddle straps, whips, brushes, rope, chains, saddlers' and
shoemakers' kits, a quantity of oil, and other sundries. All the instruments for the Telegraph
Department and the arms have been covered with leather; and it is an interesting fact that this large
contract was executed in the province out of colonial manufactures. The leather was supplied from
South Australian tanneries, and none of the sides from which the harness and other gear were made
weighed less than 19lbs. each. The equipment throughout may be said to be colonial, for everything
which could be produced here was preferred to the imported article. The contractor for nearly all these
articles has been Mr. J. A. Holden, who also equipped Messrs. Darwent & Dalwood's party, and the
time from which the orders were given to the execution has been something less than five weeks.
About 40 men have been constantly engaged, and the expeditious and satisfactory way in which the
contract has been fulfilled show what energetic firms in the colony can do upon an emergency.
Each party takes three five-horse German wagons, fitted up for carrying timber, one four horse
express wagon, and three saddle horses. At Port Augusta each party will obtain two bullock-drays
and 20 horses, and load up three months' rations and tools, for construction of the line, and tent
equipment. They will be followed by nine spare horses for each party, and at Mount Margaret they will
find 100 extra bullocks and 56 horses, to be divided amongst the parties. About 180 tons of stores will
be carted from Port Augusta principally by Mr. E. M. Bagot, and distributed over the five interim
stations, which extend from latitude 27° to 19°. It is intended that Mr. Harvey, now surveying with Mr.
Ross, shall take the northern most section, then comes Mr. Woods's party, then Mr. Beckwith's, then
Mr. McMinn's, and lastly Mr. Knuckey's. One depot will be established at Mount Margaret or at the
Peake, and the second under the charge of Mr. Harley Bacon, at about 200 miles north of that. Mr.
Bacon with two men and 13 horses started on Saturday for Mount Margaret to superintend the
transport service. About 100 camels are to be employed in this service, besides a large number of
horse and bullock teams. Each of the construction parties is supposed to take 120 miles. Besides
erecting the line, they will have to sink wells and build stations. A bonus is to be paid to the officers
and men, conditional on each section being completed and in good working order before the end of
1871. It is probable that Mr. Todd will leave for Mount Margaret after the arrival of the next English
mail.
On Sunday, August 28, early morning service was held at St Paul's Church, Pulteney-street, when the
members of the Northern Telegraph parties were asked to attend, it being announced that special
prayer would be offered on their behalf, and a few parting words spoken. There was a moderate
attendance, including several of those particularly invited. The service was conducted by the Rev.
Dean Russell and the Rev. F. S. Poole. After the opening prayers and reading, the Dean made
special intercession for the expedition, commending them to the special protection of the Almighty. In
his subsequent remarks, he said it was always a good thing that the Church of Christ should identify
itself with any movement of this kind which opened up unknown country and spread civilization, and
they regarded this undertaking with interest. In the course of his address he dwelt upon several
points, mainly urging them to lead pure, manly, and Christian lives, and offer prayer, especially
intercessory ; to cultivate purity of speech ; and expressed a hope that the leaders would on Sunday
remember that it was a holy day, read the Scriptures, and pray. He trusted that they would be saved
from danger in their intercourse with the natives and hoped their influence over the latter might be
used for their good. At the conclusion of the address the Lord's Supper was partaken of by most
present.

At about half-past 10 o'clock on Monday, August 29, the men comprising three of the parties started,
in charge of Messrs. A. T. Woods, G. R. McMinn, and R. R. Knuckey. At the muster Mr. Charles Todd,
Postmaster-General and Superintendent of Telegraphs, briefly addressed the men on the importance
of implicitly obeying the officers, pointing out that in the interior their lives would depend on their
keeping together and obeying their leaders. Everything had been done for their comfort in the
Commissariat department, and he would be at Mount Margaret in a few weeks' time— almost as soon
as they— and there give them final instructions. He intimated also that Lady Edith Fergusson had
very thoughtfully provided books for them, which would be forwarded. Three cheers were given for
Lady Edith and Mr. Todd, and the expedition moved off. They were accompanied as far as North
Adelaide by Mr. Todd. Mr. Knuckey superintends the carrying out of No, 4 Sections, and Messrs. G.
McMinn and Woods are to be stationed on the No. 1 and 2 Sections. The three parties include about
70 men and 90 horses, and a thorough outfit. Each party numbers 24 men, and is supplied with three
wagons, two drays, and one express wagon. They take with them three months' provisions and
expect to be about six weeks in reaching Mount Margaret.
The names of those forming the parties are as follows: — Inspector, Mr. Knuckey; Sub-Inspector, Mr.
Christopher Giles; cadet, Mr. J. Aldridge ; blacksmith, W. Ogilvy; carpenter, C. Almers ; wireman,
Fisher ; saddler, W. Rowe, jun. ; ganger, V. Scotchmere ; head teamster, A. Warren ; teamsters and
labourers, Rose, H. Miller, P. Holzerland; sawyers and labourers, Andrew Young, R. Biddle, J.
Lowther, George Hughes, W. Houston, Patrick Kelly ; bullock drivers, Davis, J. Barnden ; cooks, C.
Laycock, M. Francis.
Inspector, A. T. Woods, Sub-Inspector, Jarvis ; cadet, C. M. Bagot; blacksmith, Thos. Badge ;
wheelwright, Walter Feast ; saddler, Chas. Smith ; head teamster, William Arthur Hamp ; wireman,
Geo. Chalmers ; ganger, Wm. Beal ; teamsters, Patrick Moloy, Chas. Palmer ; bullock-drivers, W.
Crisp, Edmund Quigley ; cooks, George Kersley. A. Powell; labourers, W. J. Farrant, Michael
O'Donnell, Albert Hous, Wm. Stamborough, E. Samson, John Gerrald.
Inspector, G. R. McMinn; Sub-Inspector, C. Musgrave; cadet, Thos. Bee; men, George Ledan, Jno.
Gudge, W. A. Carter, J. Homer, Harrison, D. Johnston, M. E. Fitch, C. Dix, E. Burfort, Jos. Dix, J.
Robinson, Cocker, H. Krüss, M. Burke, Jas. Davies, Ed. Biggs, J. O'Donnell, P. C. Smith, J. Borrow.
On Monday, September 5, the two remaining parties of the Government Overland Telegraph
Construction Expedition started for their destination. All hands were mustered at the Survey
Stockyards at 7.30, and after a considerable time had been spent in making final preparations for the
journey, the roll was called at about 9 o'clock, and all were assembled. Mr. Charles Todd
(Postmaster-General and Superintendent of Telegraphs) first addressed them, remarking that he had
come to wish them good-by and Godspeed. The work was one of national importance, and the
Government had taken every care to provide for their comfort and safety. It was stated that John Bull
would not work unless the Commissariat department was well attended to— (laughter)— and one of
the first considerations was to see that proper provisions were furnished. The work involved many
hardships, but he felt that the men around him were of the right stamp and would be determined to
carry the work to a successful issue. He had much pleasure in informing them that Lady Edith
Fergusson, with that kindness which characterised her on all occasions, had sent five boxes of books
for their profit and amusement. They were all men more of action than of words, therefore he would
not detain them longer, but wish them God speed. (Cheers.) His Excellency Sir James Fergusson
thought they all looked like men of business, and if they completed their work within the time allotted
their success would be heard of from one end of the world to the other. He wished them God speed.
(Applause.) Cheers were then given for His Excellency and Lady Edith Fergusson, for Captain Hart,
Mr. Todd, and the officers. The Treasurer (Hon. J. Hart) observed that no one wished more strongly
than he did that they might bring the work to a successful issue, and he wished he could go with
them, but he was not young enough, and his travelling days were over. A great deal would depend on
the way in which they took care of their horses, and he advised them to look after the latter before
themselves. There was no doubt they were well fitted in every way, and they would have everything
that was needed, but there would be no getting anything else, and they would have to depend on
what they carried with them, and would have to take good care of their horses, harness, &c. He was
sure they would do their work well, and a bonus would be given at the successful termination of the
expedition. (Applause.) Mr. Todd said every man had been told on signing the agreement that it would
be paid if the work was done within the time. There would be no doubt about it if they did their work,
and the officers reported favourably of their conduct. Further cheers having been given, the expedition

moved off, after some difficulty with a refractory team, leaving the yard at about half-past 9 o'clock,
passing a large crowd gathered in the neighbourhood.
The names of the members of these parties are as follows : —
MR. BECKWITH'S PARTY Inspector, Mr. Beckwith ; Sub-Inspector, W. W, Wills ; and A. G. Burt, J.
Forster, W. Prowse, T. Allen, Isaac Guster, H. Masters, J. Hyde, G. Langford, W. McNicol, M.
Hausen, C. Gapper, W. Bonney, J. Anthony, W. Milton, H. Spafford, G. Walker, P. Nilan, J.
Wascombe, A. McKenzie, A. Spiller.
MR. HARVEY'S PARTY. Sub-Inspector, Mr. J. F. Roberts ; cadet, J. Y. Forster ; and Wm. Cox, H.
Halstead, C. Kelly, J. Hurst, J. Wauchope, S. Dawson, C. B. Frinsdorf, W. H. Sadgrove, H.
Threadgold, H. Brumbey, W. H. Tucker, J. Saunders, J. Cleland, W. Collett, J. Austin, J. Smith,
Francis Price, J. Ewart.
THE SOUTHERN SECTIONS. Eight or nine tenders were received for the construction of the 500
miles of overland, commencing from Port Augusta. That of Mr. E. M. Bagot for the whole distance has
been accepted. The specifications are almost identical with the conditions issued previously. It is
stated that the general direction of the line will be defined by the Overseer of Works in charge ; that
3,000 iron poles, to arrive about December next, are to be supplied by the Government at cost price
for the sections north of Termination Hill ; that No. 8 wire, to be furnished by the Government, is to be
used, and that the work is to be completed so as to admit of messages being uninterruptedly
transmitted from end to end by the 1st September, 1871, under a penalty of £10 per diem for each
section, or £30 per diem for the whole line. The contract has been duly signed, so that the work is out
of the hands of the Government. The whole undertaking has been commenced under very favourable
auspices, and there is the utmost confidence that it will be thoroughly, well, and expeditiously carried
out.

