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INSTRUCTIONS

TO THE

OFFICERS IN CHARGE OF THE OVERLAND 

TELEGRAPH PARTY

SENT OUT BY

WlMM, §mmt & gatwwt to gort g*mcw.

1. On arrival notify to Government Resident, or other 

proper Officer, that you have arrived and are ready to dis­

embark stores, and insist on the men to help to discharge 

the vessel as quickly as possible in order to save demurrage.

2. Apply to him in -writing for place as near as possible 

to landing-place for storage of stores, &c., during stay of 

party.

3. Make preparation for driving cattle to the nearest or 

best water as soon as possible. When ready or nearly so, 

give him notice that you are prepared to proceed, and have 

party ready to follow line as pointed out by Overseer of the 

Government.
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4. Let Storekeeper or Assistant bo in charge of the stores, 

and accountable for their issue, keeping a daily account of 

everything, to be made into a weekly summary,

5. Have the parties so arranged that they shall not be 

more than 100 miles from each other, so as to be able, 

within the shortest time, to forward supplies or render as­

sistance as case may be.

6. Have all preparations made before commencing on any 

section for at least 10 miles in advance, and keep that up all 

through.

I. Keep as clear as possible from natives, and do not allow 

them to approach any camp within a certain distance to be 

determined.

8. Allow none of the party to go near them except in 

cases of the most urgent necessity, and then only by 

direction of the Officer in charge of the party, and in 

sufficient numbers to repel attack, but not so as to incite 

fear or distrust.

9. As the line is completed, forward by travelling in­

struments from day to day intelligence of progress to nearest 

and other stations as far as practicable.

10. The men are not to be allowed to stray away from 

camp on any pretext whatever.

II. Arrange that water may be always available to fall 

back on, so as to keep the route open, if it should be found 

impracticable to proceed on the indicated line.

12. In all cases co-operate with the Officers acting on



5

behalf of Government, carrying out their wishes, so as to 

complete the work in the best way, but still protecting the 

Contractors’ interest.

13. Take no orders from the Government Officers of an 

important nature unless in writing, and act upon them as far 

as may be possible with the means at command.

14. Forward copies of these with any replies made by you 

to head quarters as soon as possible, for transmission to 

Adelaide by every opportunity.

15. If any order be given which reasonably appears to be 

at variance with, or in excess of contract, notify the same to 

the Officer giving it, and keep a record of time and expense 

incurred in carrying it out, for recovery os extra work here­

after.

16. In no case disobey any order given by the Government 

Officer in charge, but carry the same out under the regulation 

given above, in clause 14, unless in your opinion it should 

jeopardise the safety of the party or any one of them, or of 

the animals, or the proper conduct of the work. -

17. The utmost economy must be used in the issue of 

stores, taking care in all cases that without the most urgent 

necessity no one has cause to be disssatisfied or to go short.

18. Spirits, if taken, to be allowed at the discretion of the 

Manager or Managers of the works.

19. Orders by Government Officer to be addressed to tho 

person in command of party, and not to be addressed to any 

one else, except in the capacity of messenger to a superior 

officer, or in ease of urgent necessity. In all cases of a
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subordinate being verbally instructed, a written order from 

Government Officer to Officer in charge should follow, or in 

default accurate statement to be made of circumstances for 

transmission as above.

20. No spirit or other intoxicating liquor to be given to 

natives under_any circumstances.

21. With food and tools a proper supply of clothing and 

medicine for the men must bo taken with each party, to be 

used as occasion may require.

22. Tools to be issued for each party, for which each man 

to whom issued will be held responsible.

23. Party to be dealt with mildness and firmness; any 

refusals of duty to be treated by instant discharge.

24. After work is over, and after providing for the safety 

of the camp, means of amusing the party should be found as 

far as possible, so as to keep their minds employed and thus 

provent all opportunities for stirring up dissatisfaction.

25. Allow no gambling, fighting or quarrelling, nor any 

undue preference of one man over another by inferior officers. 

Any infraction of this rule to be visited by the removal of 

the party offending and to discharge.

26. No women will be allowed to accompany the party; 

native women to be specially guarded against.

27. The natives, under all circumstances, are to be well 

and kindly treated if they come near the camps, hut they



should always be kept away, as far as possible, as above 

directed.

28. Disputes or differences between the party and the 

Officer in charge, if not otherwise settled, to be referred at 

the first reasonable opportunity to the Government Resident 

for adjustment.

29. The men are to have reasonable time for resting, 

mending clothes, See., and not, unless under urgent necessity, 

to be compelled to work on Sundays. This, however, will 

necessarily rest in the discretion of the Officer in charge, 

who will also use a general discretionary power when circum­

stances may make it necessary to act contrary to any of the 

above directions, and also in cases of urgent necessity to take 

strong measures to protect the work and party from the 

natives.

30. The officer in charge of the party will be justified and 

is hereby required to use such proper means of restraint as 

he may deem necessary against any of the party to suppress 

disorder and insubordination in the camp, to ensure the safety 

as well as the peace and good order of the party.

31. In a tropical climate, such as the Northern Territory, 

the Officer in charge should give an order that the water for 

the use of the men should be boiled overnight when prac­

ticable, so as to get cool before they drink it, that the ani- 

malculm may be destroyed, and the men kept in health.

32. Pitch the camps in as dry places as can be found, and 

insist on every man taking food before going to work in the 

morning air, if only a biscuit.

33. Journals to be kept by the Officers of the work done
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by, and the behaviour of tho men—the work actually done, 

with general remarks, and copies to be forwarded to the Con­

tractors by every opportunity. A ship’s log-book would also 

be advisable to take, and the general direction of the winds 

recorded therein; also n barometer, and the heat recorded. 

The Officers will also use their discretion in working early in 

the mornings and late in the evenings and resting during the 

heat of the day.

DAEWENT & DALWOOD.

Adelaide, 19th August, 1870.
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